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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1 - 1 4 are presented for examination. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claims 7-8 and 14 are objected to because of the following informalities: need to follow 
the guidelines of proper amendments. Please see examples of proper amendments in MPEP 
1453 V. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jacobs et al (US 
Patent 6,006,285; hereinafter Jacobs). 
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5. As per claim 1, Jacobs discloses a multimedia electronic device, characterized by 
comprising a CPU capable of controlling each of circuits [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 19-28; a CPU], a 
reproducer for reading out information from a storage medium [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 39-41; a CD- 
ROM drive reads out information from a storage medium (CD)], a switch for instructing a 
command generation for said reproducer [Fig. 5; col. 6, lines 4-26; CD buttons], an output circuit 
capable of outputting at least an audio signal on the basis of the information read out of said 
reproducer [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 56-58; an audio chip and a set of speakers], and a controller 
receiving a signal representing the active state of said CPU and a signal representing the 
operating state of said switch for carrying out supply control of driving power to said reproducer 
and said output circuit and output control of a command to said reproducer on the basis of the 
two signals [col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, lines 17-21; col. 6, line 4 - col. 9, line 12; clearly the 
system is capable of supplying power to CD-ROM drive in either modes of operation (PC mode 
or audio mode)]. 

6. As per claim 2, Jacobs discloses a multimedia electronic device, comprising a CPU 
capable of controlling each of circuits [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 19-28; a CPU], a reproducer for 
reading out information from a storage medium [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 39-41; a CD-ROM drive 
reads out information from a storage medium (CD)], a switch for instructing a command 
generation for said reproducer [Fig. 5; col. 6, lines 4-26; CD buttons], an output circuit capable 
of outputting at least an audio signal on the basis of the information read out of said reproducer 
[Fig. 1 ; coL 3, lines 56-58; an audio chip and a set of speakers], a controller receiving a signal 
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representing the active state of said CPU and a signal representing the operating state of said 
switch for feeding a power supply control signal and outputting a command to said reproducer 
on the basis of the two signals [col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, lines 17-21; col. 6, line 4 -- col. 9, line 
12; clearly the system is capable of supplying power to CD-ROM drive in either modes of 
operation (PC mode or audio mode)], and a power supply circuit receiving said power supply 
control signal and the signal representing the active state of said CPU for supplying said 
reproducer and said output circuit with driving power when at least one of both the signals is 
active [col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, lines 17-21; col. 6, line 4 - col. 9, line 12; clearly the system is 
capable of supplying power to CD-ROM drive in either modes of operation (PC mode or audio 
mode)]. 



7. As per claim 3, Jacobs discloses a multimedia electronic device, characterized by 
comprising a CPU capable of controlling each of circuits [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 19-28; a CPU], a 
reproducer for reading out information from a storage medium [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 39-41; a CD- 
ROM drive reads out information from a storage medium (CD)], a switch for instructing a 
command generation for said reproducer [Fig. 5; col. 6, lines 4-26; CD buttons], an output circuit 
capable of outputting at least an audio signal on the basis of the information read out of said 
reproducer [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 56-58; an audio chip and a set of speakers], a controller receiving 
a signal representing the active state of said CPU, a signal representing the operating state of said 
switch, and a signal representing the reproduction output state of said reproducer for carrying out 
supply control of driving power to said reproducer and said output circuit on the basis of the 
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three signals [col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, lines 17-21; col. 6, line 4 - col. 9, line 12; clearly the 
system is capable of supplying power to CD-ROM drive in either modes of operation (PC mode 
or audio mode)]. 



8. As per claim 4, Jacobs discloses a multimedia electronic device, characterized by 
comprising a CPU capable of controlling each of circuits [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 19-28; a CPU], a 
reproducer for reading out information from a storage medium [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 39-41; a CD- 
ROM drive reads out information from a storage medium (CD)], a switch for instructing a 
command generation for said reproducer [Fig. 5; col. 6, lines 4-26; CD buttons], an output circuit 
capable of outputting at least an audio signal on the basis of the information read out of said 
reproducer [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 56-58; an audio chip and a set of speakers], a controller receiving 
a signal representing the active state of said CPU, a signal representing the operating state of said 
switch, and a signal representing the reproduction output state of said reproducer for feeding a 
power supply control signal on the basis of the three signals [col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, lines 17- 
21 ; col. 6, line 4 - col. 9, line 12; clearly the system is capable of supplying power to CD-ROM 
drive in either modes of operation (PC mode or audio mode)], and a power supply circuit 
receiving said power supply control signal and a signal representing the active state of said CPU 
for supplying said reproducer and said output circuit with driving power when at least one of 
both the signals is active [col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, lines 17-21; col. 6, line 4 - col. 9, line 12; 
clearly the system is capable of supplying power to CD-ROM drive in either modes of operation 
(PC mode or audio mode)]. 
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9. As per claim 9, Jacobs discloses a multimedia electronic device, characterized by 
comprising a reproducer for reading out information from a storage medium [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 
39-41; a CD-ROM drive reads out information from a storage medium (CD)], a switch for 
instructing a command generation for said reproducer [Fig. 5; col. 6, lines 4-26; CD buttons], an 
output circuit capable of outputting at least an audio signal on the basis of information read out 
of said reproducer [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 56-58; an audio chip and a set of speakers], a monitoring 
circuit for monitoring the reproduction output state of said reproducer [col. 6, lines 4-26; 
monitoring previous and next tracks], and a controller receiving a signal representing the 
operating state of said switch and a signal outputted by said monitoring circuit for controlling the 
supply of driving power to said reproducer and said output circuit on the basis of the two signals 
[col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, lines 17-21; col. 6, line 4 - col. 9, line 12; clearly the system is 
capable of supplying power to CD-ROM drive in either modes of operation (PC mode or audio 
mode)]. 

10. As per claim 10, Jacobs discloses a multimedia electronic device, characterized by 
comprising a reproducer for reading out information from a storage medium [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 
39-41; a CD-ROM drive reads out information from a storage medium (CD)], a switch for 
instructing a command generation for said reproducer [Fig. 5; col. 6, lines 4-26; CD buttons], an 
output circuit capable of outputting at least an audio signal on the basis of the information read 
out of said reproducer [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 56-58; an audio chip and a set of speakers], a 
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monitoring circuit for monitoring the reproduction output state of said reproducer [col. 6, lines 4- 
26; monitoring previous and next tracks], and a controller receiving a signal representing the 
operating state of said switch and a signal outputted by said monitoring circuit for controlling the 
supply of driving power to said reproducer, said output circuit, and said monitoring circuit on the 
basis of the two signals [col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, lines 17-21; col. 6, line 4 col. 9, line 12; 
clearly the system is capable of supplying power to CD-ROM drive in either modes of operation 
(PC mode or audio mode)]. 

11. As per claim 1 1 , Jacobs discloses a multimedia electronic device, characterized by 
comprising a reproducer for reading out information from a storage medium [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 
39-41 ; a CD-ROM drive reads out information from a storage medium (CD)], a monitoring 
circuit for monitoring the reproduction output state of said reproducer [col. 6, lines 4-26; 
monitoring previous and next tracks], and a controller receiving a signal outputted by said 
monitoring circuit for controlling the supply of driving power to said reproducer on the basis of 
the signal [col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, lines 17-21; col. 6, line 4 - col. 9, line 12; clearly the 
system is capable of supplying power to CD-ROM drive in either modes of operation (PC mode 
or audio mode)]. 

12. As per claim 12, Jacobs discloses a multimedia electronic device, characterized by 
comprising a reproducer for reading out information from a storage medium [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 
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39-41; a CD-ROM drive reads out information from a storage medium (CD)], a monitoring 
circuit for monitoring the reproduction output state of said reproducer [col. 6, lines 4-26; 
monitoring previous and next tracks], and a controller receiving a signal outputted by said 
monitoring circuit for controlling the supply of driving power to said reproducer and said 
monitoring circuit on the basis of the signal [col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, lines 17-21; col. 6, line 4 - 
- col. 9, line 12; clearly the system is capable of supplying power to CD-ROM drive in either 
modes of operation (PC mode or audio mode)]. 



13. As per claim 5, Jacobs discloses that a signal representing the reproduction output state of 
said reproducer is outputted by a monitoring circuit comprising a detection circuit for detecting a 
reproduction output and a timer for outputting a signal indicating that a predetermined time 
period has elapsed since the reproduction output was not detected [col. 1, hnes 30-64; col. 5, 
lines 17-21; col. 6, line 4 - col. 9, line 12]. 

14. As per claim 6, Jacobs discloses that the supply of the driving power of said monitoring 
circuit is controlled by said controller [col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, lines 17-21; col. 6, line 4 - col. 
9, line 12; clearly the system is capable of supplying power to CD-ROM drive in either modes of 
operation (PC mode or audio mode)]. 
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15. As per claim 7, Jacobs discloses that said CPU is so constructed that it can output a 
command to said reproducer on the basis of application software operating on an OS [col. 6, line 
4" col. 9, line 12;]. 

16. As per claim 8, Jacobs discloses that said controller electrically switches said CPU and 
the reproducer when said CPU is inactive [col. 1, lines 30-64; col. 5, Unes 17-21; col. 6, line 4 - 
col. 9, line 12]. 

17. As per claim 13, Jacobs discloses that said controller stops the supply of the driving 
power to a predetermined circuit when said monitoring circuit detects that a reproduction output 
of said reproducer does not exist in a predetermined time period [col. 8, lines 46-57; exiting the 
audio CD mode]. 

18. As per claim 14, Jacobs discloses that said reproducer is a CD-ROM drive [col. 1, lines 
24-64; a CD-ROM drive]. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Suresh K. Suryawanshi whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3668. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-3667. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




